CHAPTER TWO
THE MOSLEM EMPIRE IN
MOROCCO
WE have traced the rise, decline, and fall of Moorish
rule in Spain; now we shall take a brief survey of
the events that had been taking place meanwhile in
Morocco
The Moslem kingdom was established in A,D 788 by
Mnlai Idriss, a descendant of the Prophet, and some
twenty years later his son Mulai Idriss II founded the
city of FeZj which became populated by Arab refugees
from Cordoba and Kairwan and has ever since been
regarded as the spiritual heart of Islam in Morocco
From this time onwards until the establishment of the
Alaouite dynasty the history of the country is most
confused, being for the most part the story of a suc-
cession of rulers whose work, however impressive it may
have seemed at the time, was destroyed again and
again by fresh incursions of warlike tribes Dnssi rule
soon collapsed The power of the Fatinutes now ex-
tended across North Africa, and the successors of Mulai
Idriss II, though able to maintain themselves in
Northern Morocco for nearly two hundred years,
could not keep the kingdom together Hopeless
confusion ensued during this period, and in the
eleventh century matters were not improved by
the arrival of some 200,000 Arabs from Arabia,
who at once set about the conquest of Northern
Morocco
Then came the Almoravids, those veiled, blue-clad
men of Berber stock, who,  animated by religious
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